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Totally Buffalo totally joining Lewiston’s 
Center Street business district

BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

Two of Buffalo’s best backers 
are bringing their business to 
the Village of Lewiston.

Come May, Mary Friona and 
Scott Celani plan to open a new 
Totally Buffalo store at 467 Cen-
ter St. – the former home of You 
& Me Boutique.

“We love Lewiston,” Celani 
said. “We know a lot of people 
there; we have some very good 
friends. We know the area very 
well. 

“We were in Niagara Falls un-
til recently. It was actually the 
Town of Niagara. We decided to 
change, to go to Lewiston, when 
this opportunity came up. It’s a 
great fi t for what we do. It’s far 
enough away from our other lo-
cations.”

Friona added, “Lewiston is just 
so representative of such a his-
toric, kind of unique section of 
Western New York, and there’s 
so many wonderful people there. 

“You can buy Buffalo stuff in 
so many different places. I think 
what makes us different is we’re 
really, truly there to celebrate 
Western New York, and these ar-
tisans, and the people, and sort 
of just to bring it all together.”

The husband-and-wife duo was 
well-known – he’s a musician 
and she’s a former reporter for 
WRGZ – when starting Totally 
Buffalo to shine a spotlight on 
Western New Yorkers.

“We’ve been doing vendor 
festivals and events since 2017,” 
Friona said. “And when COVID 
happened, we couldn’t do our 
events, which take place at Riv-
erWorks. And so, we just decid-
ed to do like a temporary retail 
store, because retail stores were 
allowed to be open. So, we were 
going to do like a three- or four-
month temporary store for all of 
our artisans. And it just ended up 
really being amazing, and people 
loved it. And so, we just kind of 
kept it going. We opened that in 
the middle of COVID; it was Nov. 
13, 2020.”

“When Mary left Channel 2 – 
when we had our second baby, 
which was great – she eventually 

started a blog called Totally Buf-
falo,” Celani said. “It was origi-
nally a blog, and still is – that still 
exists. That became very popu-
lar. The blog was really focusing 

on positive stories about Buffalo 
and Western New York. And it 
got really popular. From that, the 
festivals grew out of the blog. It 

HART partners with 
DiCamillo, community 

to raise $15,000

Pictured, from left, at the DiCamillo Bakery location on Linwood Avenue in 
Niagara Falls, are Vice President Matthew DiCamillo and HART board of 
directors Chairperson Patty Berggren.

During the month of February, 
HART partnered with DiCamillo 
Bakery, Niagara Frontier Publica-
tions (Niagara County Tribune/
Sentinel), and the community to 
raise over $15,000 to assist in the 
ongoing needs of the organization. 

DiCamillo Bakery developed a 
special “HART cookie.” A portion 
of the proceeds, along with a gen-
erous donation from the bakery, 
totaled $1,297 for the campaign. 
The cookies were sold at all the 
DiCamillo retail stores.

“Everyone we spoke to who 
bought cookies said they were de-
licious,” said Christine S. O’Hara, 
executive director. “What a great 
way to ‘add a little fl avor’ to what 
HART is, and how we help so 
many.” 

She added, “We appreciate the 
support of Niagara Frontier Pub-

lications who helped spread the 
word throughout all of their print 
media outlets. NFP has always 
been a great supporter of HART. 
Additionally, the support from the 
community was overwhelming 
and so appreciated.”

Home Assistance Referral Team 
is a nonprofi t referral service that 
connects seniors and others with 
qualifi ed care, enabling them to 
live independently in their own 
homes. HART presently has over 
275 active caregivers enrolled in 
the program. It serves both Niag-
ara and Erie counties. 

HART relies on the support of 
the community members, grants, 
foundations, and special events to 
continue its mission of serving the 
most vulnerable in the communi-
ties. Visit https://www.hartpro-
gram.org/. 

Totally Buffalo products will soon be for sale in the Village of Lewiston. 
Mary Friona and Scott Celani intend to open a fourth location at 467 Cen-
ter St. – formerly You & Me. (Photos courtesy of Totally Buffalo) 

SEE TOTALLY, continued on Page 7
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